MACARENA ISLAND
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LOCATION
This beautiful island is located in the Atlantic Ocean, at the South- East of Spain, just 6.5 miles from Cadiz.
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It is a famous tourist destination, simple and unique at the same time. Visitors come to explore its views, beaches, shops and restaurants. 

Gastronomy here is delicious with excellent regional restaurants as well as cheap international cuisine, above all, Andalusian cuisine.

Moreover, this island is known for their people. They are generous, funny and extremely kind and hospitable. If you come here, they’ll make you feel as if you were at home from home. 
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HOW TO GET THERE.
 Guests can easily reach this island taking a 55-minute boat ride from Cadiz. 
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Other Information

Capital.- Vitorino

National anthem.- La Macarena

Population.- 40,000 person

Festivities.-  28th of May
Public transport.- Yellow tractor and donkey
Government.-Republic with 2 presidents


By Verónica Aracil C arrillo
HISTORY

In August 1997, a revolutionary fan army, “Los del Río”, conquered a small island near Andalucía. The local citizens fought, but the soldiers used a special weapon. During seven days and nights, they were singing the Macarena song and, on the eighth day, the local habitants ran away from the island. Then “Los del Río” were appointed presidents of the United States of Macarena Island and founded a religion. Nowadays, the followers of this sect should go dancing to Macarena cathedral once in their lives.
By Antonio López Pastor 

CUISINE

Macarena cuisine consists of a variety of dishes; most of them are always served with a good bottle of wine. We can find three kinds of wine, which are red, white and rose wine. However, in the menu of any  bar,  you can find more wines as, for instance, calimocho (coke+red wine), or sangria (red wine + lemon). Another typical drink is called “clara”, a mix between beer and lemon. Don´t worry because there are non-alcoholic drinks too like “gazpacho”, a special soup of tomatoes, red peppers, garlic and olive oil.

The gastronomy of Macarena includes more than a hundred different tapas.  The main dish is “pescaito frito”(fried fish)  which is always served with a bottle of wine. Another special dish is  “Jabugo Ham” with toast bread with olive oil, sometimes served together with cheese. 

The main advantage of this cuisine is that going out there for dinner with friends is far cheaper than going to the bars in other islands such as Ibiza, Tenerife or Mallorca. Moreover, restaurants are open more than 20 hours a day. The menu is written only in Spanish, so you have to trust your waiter or your personal luck.  

All Macarena food is extremely tasty, delicious and delightful.










By Elia Jover
FESTIVITIES

People in Macarena Island are the biggest party animals in the world, so there are many festivities. However, the greatest festival is the 28th of May; the same day when Los Del Río wrote their famous song Macarena. This day is a public holiday and during the day, Vitorino, the capital city, is one big party with parades and a street party where people usually drink alcoholic drinks like manzanilla, a kind of white wine. On this day, they always eat little fried fish, like the turkey on Thanksgiving’s day. At night, there is a black-tie occasion in the castle where the  Presidents lives The most important people of the country are received by Los Del Río. 

Moreover, the next day, in each city of Macarena island, people celebrate the day when Vitorino swore allegiance to the flag before going out with his friends.

Other important public holidays are the days when Antonio and Rafael, Los Del Río, celebrate their saints’ day. Macarena Island celebrates the beginning of the summer listening to the most famous song in the island: Macarena. Saint Rafael is the 29th of September and they celebrate the end of the summer listening to Macarena and burning CDs with other summer songs because, in Macarena Island, the only summer song is Macarena. 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT
 In Macarena Island, people use two main means of transportation: the donkeys and the tractors. On weekdays, when they need to go to work the land without wasting any time, they go on the donkey. They have become their best friends and most of the time you can see the Macarenos carrying the donkey in their arms because these animals, despite being very strong, are very lazy too and get tired quickly. That’s why the Macarenos have such a muscular torso and are so strong, because they often have to carry their donkey, tools, water and crops of the day. But they don’t mind because they love their job and their animals.
On weekends, when they go to town to make advances to girls, they go by tractor, because their mothers have always told them that the tractor is like a convertible car and girls are much more impressed when they see a boy on a tractor, especially if it is yellow. When they start a relationship with a girl, the first thing they have to do is to take her to their home so that she can meet their best friend: the donkey. Then, the girl has to carry the donkey and, if she is not able to do it because it is too heavy for her, the Macareno ends the relationship because she’s not worthy.
So if you visit Macarena’s Island, you must ask the locals for the donkey tour they offer to the tourists. For 100 €, you can get a donkey ride for ten minutes, and that time will be enough because the first two minutes you will be on the donkey but the rest of the time, you will have to carry it in your arms. Don’t miss it because it’s one of the most exciting things you can do in Macarena Island!








By Diana Mateo

